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in the office of High Commissioner, but to station Mr. Chapter
Bruce as a liaison minister in London. Canada, how-    ___"
ever, in 1930 contented herself with appointing Mr.
Ferguson, formerly Premier of Ontario and one of the
chief architects of the Conservative triumph in the
election of 1930, to the High Commissionership. As the
post had been given to Mr. Massey by the Liberal
Government, strong exception was taken by Mr.
Mackenzie King to the new step, and he claimed that
the office of High Commissioner should be kept out of
politics. Mr. Bennett, however, insisted that the post
was quite different from the office of Minister to foreign
states, which should be regarded as non-political.
The Government required at London a person in the
closest touch politically with its views. It may be
added that doubtless the removal of Mr. Ferguson
from Ottawa was a considerable convenience to the
administration, which regarded with complacency the
efforts of the opposition to censure his excursions into
the political field.1 The appointment recalls in some
degree the position occupied by Sir C. Tupper, who
from time to time was formally High Commissioner
and so far a civil servant, and at other times was a
minister in the Dominion Cabinet though present in
London. There are no doubt advantages in the mode of
action chosen by Canada and Australia, for the danger
of unwise assurances being given by the minister in
London may now be deemed to be a thing of the past.
The States of Australia are represented by Agents-
General, who combine in their limited sphere both
political and economic functions, but naturally under
the present conditions the Agents-General are mainly
1 Canadian Annual Eeview, 1930-31, pp. 81, 326, 327.